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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PARKS  AND  RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1964 


Boston,  December  31,  1964 

Hon.  John  F.  Collins, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  Section  15  of  Chapter  185,  Acts  of 
1875/  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  herewith 
submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  1964. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  J.  Devine, 
Chairman,  Board  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  Commissioners. 
Harry  J.  Blake, 
Frederick  A.  Meagher, 
O.  Phillip  Snowden, 
James  P.  Sullivan, 

Associate  Commissioners. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  had  its 
beginning  with  the  appointment  of  the  first  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  on  July  8,  1875,  under  the  title 
"Park  Department."  The  Board  consisted  of  three 
members  who  served  without  compensation.  As  thus 
constituted,  the  department  continued  up  to  1913,  when 
by  provision  of  Chapter  10,  Ordinances  of  1912,  it  was 
merged  with  the  Public  Grounds,  Bath  and  Music 
Departments,  under  the  name  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Department.  The  Commissioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  three  years,  one  term  expiring 
each  year.  The  Chairman  was  a  paid  city  official,  in 
charge  of  the  operation  of  the  department.  The  other 
two  members  served  without  compensation. 

In  1920  the  Cemetery  Department  was  merged  with 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  and  the  title  was 
changed  to  Park  Department.  On  May  1,  1954,  the 
department  became  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  2,  Ordinances  of 
1954.  The  Board  of  Parks  and  Recreation  Commis- 
sioners was  increased  to  five  members. 

Under  the  latest  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  becomes  the  active  head  of  the 
department  with  power  of  authority  far  beyond  that 
which  existed  when  the  Board  consisted  of  three  mem- 
bers (Sections  36-42,  inclusive,  Chapter  2,  Ordinances 
of  1954).  The  Commissioners  meet  as  required  on  call 
from  the  Chairman. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  approximately  2,702  acres  of  parks 
and  playgrounds.  Included  in  this  area  are  the  follow- 
ing facilities:  a  general  office  building;  122  playgrounds 
and  play  areas,  47  of  which  have  field  houses ;  20  parks, 
large  and  small;  2  service  yards  containing  offices, 
mechanics'  shops,  storehouse,  and  garage;  a  recreation 
office  building;  13  indoor  recreation  centers;  16  public 
bathhouses;  2  public  golf  courses  (18  holes)  both  with 
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clubhouses;  3  public  bathing  beaches  with  bathhouses 
in  which  are  2  solaria;  4  swimming  pools  (2  indoor  and 
2  outdoor);  85  public  squares;  16  greenhouses;  19 
cemeteries  (3  active,  16  inactive  or  historic) ;  108  miles 
of  parkways,  driveways,  walks,  and  paths;  131  acres 
of  ponds  and  rivers;  and  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
all  trees  on  city  streets,  parks,  and  playgrounds. 

The  department  organizes,  promotes,  and  conducts  a 
city-wide  recreation  program  for  all  age  groups  with 
special  emphasis  on  youth  programs. 

This  report  summarizes  briefly  the  efforts  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  and  the  staff  of  the 
department  to  maintain  a  high  standard  in  essential 
services  and  to  expand  the  facilities  of  our  park  system 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  department  within  our  appro- 
priation allowances. 

In  this  report  there  is  no  particular  attention  given 
to  the  extensive  maintenance  responsibilities  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department.  Reference  to  the 
introductory  section  of  this  report  will  indicate  the  large 
number  of  areas,  buildings,  etc.,  that  require  most  of 
the  time  of  our  staff.  It  should  be  apparent  that  much 
of  our  appropriation  is  expended  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  parks,  gardens,  park  and  recrea- 
tion buildings,  mechanics'  shops,  golf  courses,  ceme- 
teries, etc.  Proper  maintenance  is  the  key  to  efficient 
service.  We  are  confining  this  report  to  major  work 
accomplished  in  1964,  all  of  which  is  substantially  out- 
side the  area  of  general  maintenance. 

MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  IN  1964  OF 
PARKS  AND  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 

Parks  and  Playground  Improvements 

Painting  of  Charlestown  Swimming  and  Diving  Pools: 
A  thorough  job  of  reconditioning  and  painting  of  pools 
at  the  Elisign  John  J.  Doherty  Playground  on  Bunker 
Hill  Street  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $6,843. 
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Laying  Water  Pipe,  Grading,  and  Asphalt  Surfacing  at 
Franklin  Park:  This  work  was  done  in  the  immediate 
area  of  the  Franklin  Park  Golf  Course  and  followed  the 
completion  of  the  new  clubhouse  and  locker  building 
at  the  golf  course.  The  new  asphalt  roadway  will  be 
used  during  the  golf  season  mainly  by  the  golfers,  and 
the  construction  of  this  walk  will  prevent  parking  on  the 
grass  as  in  former  years.  The  new  water  pipe  was 
required  to  furnish  water  service  to  the  new  clubhouse 
and  locker  building  and  also  to  connect  with  the  sprin- 
kler system  on  the  golf  course.  This  work  was  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $20,214. 

Asphalt  Tennis  Courts  at  Franklin  Park:  For  several 
years  Franklin  Park  was  very  active  in  the  game  of 
tennis,  with  over  fifty  courts  being  maintained  at  this 
location  for  a  number  of  years.  During  the  past  ten 
years  tennis  has  not  enjoyed  the  interest  and  play  as 
in  former  years,  with  the  result  that  these  courts  at 
Franklin  Park  received  very  little  play.  There  now 
appears  to  be  a  revival  of  interest  in  tennis  particularly 
in  the  Dorchester  area,  and,  accordingly,  a  small  area 
has  been  developed  for  new  tennis  courts  at  a  cost  of 
$10,642.25.  If  the  interest  continues,  it  is  planned  in 
the  future  to  continue  the  program  of  constructing 
tennis  courts  in  areas  of  the  city  where  interest  is  shown. 
A  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  fence  enclosing  this  area 
was  awarded  in  the  amount  of  $2,385.60.  These  courts 
are  located  in  close  proximity  to  the  Shattuck  Hospital. 

Play  Area  at  Mozart  and  Centre  Streets,  Roxbury: 
A  contract  for  the  development  of  a  play  area  on  this 
site  was  awarded  in  the  late  summer  of  1964  in  the 
amount  of  $54,623.  This  play  area  is  being  con- 
structed on  the  site  of  the  old  Lowell  School.  The 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department  had  under  their 
control  a  playground  area  adjacent  to  the  schoolhouse 
site,  which  was  turned  over  to  the  Boston  School  Depart- 
ment for  the  site  of  the  new  John  F.  Kennedy  School. 
In  return,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department 
acquired  the  school  site  on  which  this  new  play  area 
is  being  constructed.  The  work  in  general  consists  of 
asphalt  surfacing  of  the  entire  area,  concrete  walks, 
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fencing,  erection  of  park  benches  in  an  area  set  aside 
for  the  mothers  of  small  children,  reconstruction  of 
walls  adjacent  to  the  playground,  and  the  furnishing 
and  erection  of  modern  playground  equipment  such 
as  swings,  seesaws,  metal  slides,  mountain  climbers, 
concrete  tunnels,  etc.  In  addition,  two  basketball 
courts  are  to  be  erected  on  the  area.  These  courts  will 
be  for  the  older  children  in  the  community.  The  rest 
of  the  play  area  will  be  limited  to  children  up  to  the  age 
of  twelve. 

Play  Area  Improvements  at  William  E.  Carter  Play- 
ground, Roxbury:  Major  repair  and  improvement  work 
was  accomplished  at  this  crowded  location  in  the  Rox- 
bury section  of  the  City  of  Boston  at  a  cost  of  $25,894.55. 
The  work  in  general  consisted  of  reconstruction  of  the 
children's  play  area,  including  an  asphalt  skating  and 
basketball  section.  New  drinking  fountains  were  in- 
stalled. The  entire  area  was  loamed  and  seeded,  new 
concrete  walks  constructed,  new  park  benches  erected 
on  the  perimeter  of  the  playground,  and  new  modern, 
colorful  play  equipment  for  the  smaller  children.  This 
in  general  is  the  work  done  under  the  contract  at  this 
location. 

Furnishing  and  Laying  Sod  at  the  Public  Garden:  The 
work  in  general  consisted  of  preparing  the  area  and  lay- 
ing grass  sod  in  a  section  of  the  Public  Garden  that  had 
been  used  by  the  Art  Festival  for  the  past  ten  years. 
Each  year  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Art  Festival  we  were 
required  to  do  much  seeding  and  some  sod  replacement 
in  the  area  where  the  Art  Festival  was  held.  Now  that 
the  Art  Festival  is  to  move  to  a  new  location  we  could 
plan  for  a  resodding  and  reconditioning  of  this  area  in  an 
attempt  to  restore  it  to  its  once  excellent  condition  that 
was  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  Boston.  This 
work  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  814,800. 

Buildings,  Etc. 

A  contract  was  awarded  in  the  amount  of  $11,786  for 
the  replacement  of  heating  boilers  in  buildings  where 
required  in  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department. 
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Repairs  to  Building  —  William  E.  Carter  Playground: 
This  contract  called  for  the  general  repair  of  the  entire 
building  at  the  Carter  Playground,  including  pointing, 
construction  of  a  new  roof,  and  other  incidental  work  at  a 
total  cost  of  $7,782. 

Parkways,  Roadways,  and  Walks 

Arnold  Arboretum:  After  several  years  of  planning 
and  discussion  the  roadway  was  completed  to  the  top 
of  Peter's  Hill  at  a  cost  of  $13,611.98.  This  is  the  second 
highest  hill  in  the  City  of  Boston.  With  the  completion 
of  this  road,  all  roadways  in  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
are  now  completed,  many  of  them  having  been  recon- 
structed in  recent  years.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  any 
further  roadwork  will  be  required  here  for  a  long  period 
of  time.  . 

Greenhouses,  Franklin  Park 

A  contract  was  awarded  for  repairs  and  alteration 
work  to  the  boiler  house  and  heating  system  at  the 
greenhouse  in  Franklin  Park  at  a  sum  of  $20,390.00. 
The  operation  of  the  greenhouses  is  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  this  department,  and  the  work 
planned  and  completed  here  certainly  reflects  credit 
on  the  city  administration  and  the  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department. 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

There  is  probably  no  department  in  the  city  that  is 
or  will  be  more  actively  identified  with  the  Boston  Re- 
development Authority  than  the  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department.  For  the  past  five  months  we  have  been 
meeting  almost  constantly,  weekly  and  sometimes  bi- 
weekly, with  the  division  heads  of  the  Boston  Redevel- 
opment Authority  and  the  Boston  School  Department, 
perfecting  plans  and  making  arrangements  for  new 
parks,  new  playgrounds,  and  new  tot-lots  in  the  de- 
velopments being  planned  throughout  the  city. 

A  wonderful  spirit  of  cooperation  has  developed  be- 
tween the  three  agencies,  and  the  close  attention  given  to 
every  detail  of  every  plan  will  make  certain  that  Boston 
will  have  the  best  for  its  citizens  in  recreation  activities. 
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We  are  cooperating  to  the  fullest  in  the  1965-1975 
report  prepared  by  the  Redevelopment  Authority  for 
the  many  new  areas  which  will  come  under  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Department  —  the  new  Government 
Center,  the  new  Copley  Square  area,  Washington  Park, 
Castle  Square,  Charlestown,  and  other  developments  as 
they  occur — and  this  is  most  challenging. 

The  division  heads  of  our  departments  are  constantly 
working  and  preparing  reports  so  that  all  final  plans  on 
each  area  will  reflect  great  credit  on  the  administration. 

Christmas  Festival 

Once  again,  as  in  many  years  past,  the  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department  played  a  major  part  in  the 
development  and  presentation  of  the  Christmas  Festival. 
Many  additional  features  were  added  in  1964  by  the 
Christmas  Festival  Committee. 

The  transporting  and  the  trucking  of  equipment, 
setting  up  of  equipment,  the  furnishing  of  the  major 
Christmas  tree  and  all  other  Christmas  trees,  assisting 
in  electrical  work,  erecting  trees  in  all  major  sections 
throughout  the  city,  and  other  incidental  work  was 
accomplished  by  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  $33,000,  from  the  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department  budget. 

Recreation 

During  the  past  year  we  continued  our  seasonal  recre- 
ation program  involving  all  ages  from  youth  to  the 
Golden  Age.  Our  baseball  and  football  programs  are 
well  known  throughout  the  United  States.  We  believe 
that  we  have  the  oldest  established  leagues  in  these 
sports.  Not  only  do  these  sports  give  the  opportunity 
for  fine  physical  development  among  our  youth,  but 
they  also  bring  much  enjoyment  to  the  thousands  of 
spectators. 

Basketball  and  handball  leagues  are  part  of  our  pro- 
gram, and  there  are  small  craft  classes  conducted  in  the 
various  recreation  centers. 
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During  the  summer  season  we  staff  many  playgrounds, 
play  areas,  and  schoolyards  with  men  and  women  in- 
structors, in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  Mayor 
John  F.  Collins.  At  Castle  Island,  South  Boston;  the 
Tileston  School,  Mattapan;  and  at  the  Chestnut  Hill 
Playground,  in  Brighton,  we  conducted  programs  for 
handicapped  and  retarded  children.  The  City  of  Bos- 
ton is  the  pioneer  in  this  type  of  program  throughout 
the  country. 

Cummings  Estate,  Woburn:  Once  again  we  conducted 
our  mos^t  excellent  garden  program  at  the  Cummings 
Estate,  Woburn-Burlington.  Children  from  crowded 
and  congested  sections  of  the  city  planted  and  raised 
many  vegetables  and  cultivated  the  plots  of  ground 
assigned  to  them.  This  project  is  a  joint  operation  of 
the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  and  the  School 
Department.  The  children  are  able  to  bring  home 
their  harvest  and  the  results  of  their  efforts. 

We  take  to  the  farm  area  750  to  800  children  weekly, 
approximately  9,000  during  the  year.  If  this  program 
were  not  provided  by  the  Mayor,  most  of  the  children 
would  not  have  the  advantage  of  a  day's  vacation  in 
the  country. 

Action  for  Boston  Community  Development  — 
Mayor's  Recreation  Advisory  Committee 

During  the  present  year  we  received  tremendous 
support  and  cooperation  from  these  two  groups.  We 
meet  with  them  constantly  on  the  planning  of  recreation 
programs  and  other  activities  in  the  Parks  and  Recrea- 
tion Department.  Also,  we  had  the  advantage  of 
having  the  expert  knowledge  of  both  of  these  groups 
in  the  preparation  of  our  annual  budget.  Action  for 
Boston  Community  Development  in  particular  has 
acted  as  a  liaison  with  this  office,  the  Back  Bay  Associa- 
tion, social  agencies  throughout  the  city,  and  other 
groups,  the  result  being  that  we  have  built  up  a  fine 
spirit  of  friendliness  with  all  social  agencies  throughout 
the  city. 
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From  time  to  time  during  the  past  six  months,  Com- 
missioner Devine  and  other  members  of  the  staff  have 
been  attending  meetings  in  all  sections  of  the  city  ex- 
plaining in  what  way  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment can  cooperate  with  them.  Most  of  these  meetings 
have  been  held  in  the  evening,  and  these  visitations  are 
being  held  because  Mayor  Collins  desires  much  closer 
cooperation  between  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment and  these  agencies  than  has  existed  heretofore. 

Cemeteries 

We  continually  are  developing  our  three  active  ceme- 
teries: Mount  Hope  in  Roslindale,  Fairview  in  Hyde 
Park,  and  Evergreen  in  Brighton.  Drainage  work 
completed  at  Evergreen  Cemetery  at  cost  of  $8,845.27; 
at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  $15,940.72.  Development  of 
burial  areas,  city  cemeteries,  $18,553.55. 

Tree  Planting 

We  continued  out  tree  planting  on  many  streets 
throughout  the  city,  replacing  trees  knocked  down  by 
storms  or  removed  because  of  diseased  conditions. 
Many  trees  were  planted  on  new  streets  constructed 
by  the  Public  Works  Department.  However,  it  is 
never  possible  to  keep  up  with  the  many  requests  which 
are  received  for  the  planting  of  trees.  Contracts  were 
awarded  for  "Removal  of  Dead  Trees  and  Stumps/' 
all  sections  of  city  —  $11,251.50.  "Furnishing  and 
Planting  Trees,"  city  streets,  in  amount  of  $19,923.75. 
"Trimming  Trees/'  Commonwealth  Avenue,  $3,485. 
''Furnishing  and  Planting"  evergreen  trees,  Franklin 
Park  and  George  Wright  Golf  Course,  at  a  cost  of 
$10,117. 

Boston  Common  —  Public  Garden 

Much  favorable  comment  has  been  received  about  the 
new  lighting  program  on  Boston  Common  started  by 
Mayor  John  F.  Collins. 

Many  of  the  walks  on  the  Common  are  now  brightly 
lighted  at  night,  and  it  is  hoped  before  the  end  of  1965 
to  have  the  entire  Common  under  the  new  lighting 
system,  making  the  area  safe  for  pedestrians  at  night. 
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The  entire  Boston  Common  garage  area  has  been 
resodded,  and  a  large  area  of  the  Public  Garden  also 
has  been  resodded.  The  work  on  both  of  these  areas 
has  caused  much  favorable  comment,  and,  come  1965, 
we  hope  that  these  two  areas  will  regain  the  prominence 
in  the  horticultural  field  for  which  they  were  so  famous 
in  the  past. 

^Uany  new  trees  have  been  planted  in  the  Public 
Garden,  and  it  is  planned  each  year  to  continue  this 
planting.  A  few  years  hence,  with  the  growth  of  the 
trees,  the  Public  Garden  should  become  the  number  one 
horticultural  gem  in  the  parks  of  the  country. 

Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  January  1  to 
December  31,  1964 


Parks,  Gardens,  Squares 


Abraham  Lincoln  Square  .... 

$27 

00 

American  Legion  Highway  .... 

44 

87 

Arlington  Street  

142 

83 

Arnold  Arboretum  

15,488 

09 

Art  Festival  

36 

00 

Auckland  Street  

235 

00 

Back  Bay  District  

53,803 

92 

Back  Bay  Yard  

33,075 

81 

Belmont  Park  

85 

50 

Blackstone  Square  

3,393 

40 

Boston  Common,  Bandstand  .... 

2,070 

85 

Boston  Common,  Brewer  Fountain 

369 

70 

Boston  Common,  Convenience  Stations 

22,858 

46 

Boston  Common,  Deer  Park,  Tool  House  . 

916 

09 

Boston  Common,  Frog  Pond  .... 

2,991 

35 

Boston  Common  Grounds  .... 

73,171 

98 

Boston  Common,  Lafayette  Mall  . 

2,016 

72 

Boston  Common,  Playland  .... 

110 

00 

Boston  Common,  Soldiers  Monument  . 

445 

26 

Boston  Common,  West  Street  Plaza 

229 

05 

Boylston  Street  Subway  Telephone  Booth  . 

294 

24 

Bradford  Street  

65 

00 

Brighton  District  

29,578 

62 

Castle  Island  

48 

80 

Cathedral  Park  

565 

08 

Central  Square  

533 

27 

Charlestown  District  

36,026 

15 
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Chestnut  Hill  Park  

$503 

65 

Christmas  Festival  

7,687 

97 

Collins  Square  

115 

00 

Columbus  Avenue  

45 

24 

Columbus  Park  

16.137 

31 

Columbus  Park,  Locker  Building  .... 

3,760 

40 

Columbus  Park  Stadium  

10,305 

18 

Commonwealth  Avenue  

8,105 

40 

Commonwealth  Avenue  Underpass 

276 

94 

Concord  Square  

442 

15 

Copley  Square   

207 

96 

Copp's  Hill  

174 

00 

Dorchester  Heights  

1,128 

67 

East  Boston  District  

8,619 

34 

East  Boston  Stadium  

40,358 

11 

Edison  Green  

20 

00 

Elm  Hill  Park  

120 

00 

Emerson  Park  

60 

00 

Evergreen  Cemetery  

1,426 

50 

Fairview  Cemetery  

530 

00 

Fens  Rose  Garden  

30,846 

82 

Fens  Stadium  

22,377 

01 

Franklin  Park  Administration  Buildings,  Shops, 

Yards,  etc  

143.072 

40 

Franklin  Park  Blacksmith  Shop  .... 

25 

50 

Franklin  Park  Boat  Locker  and  Boating  Program 

2.660 

27 

Franklin  Park  Carpenter  Shop  .... 

11,400 

46 

Franklin  Park  Garage  

105,925 

85 

Franklin  Park  Golf  Course  

62,301 

16 

Franklin  Park  Greenhouse  

122.668 

57 

Franklin  Park  Grounds  

74,050 

05 

franklin  Park  Harness  bhop  

1,097 

75 

rranklm  Fark  Lawn  Mower  Shop 

22,416 

1  A 

14 

Franklin  Park  Paint  Shop  ..... 

ol, Zoo 

91 

r  rsiiniii   Ppi'L-  P mmnPi'  'shnn 

X  lCXllt\.Llll   X  CXI  IS.   -L  lUUlUCl    OHUjJ  ..... 

i  q  ^09 

14 

Franklin  Park  Refectory  Building 

6,146 

94 

Franklin  Park  Repair  Shops 

109.053 

96 

Franklin  Park  Storehouse 

23  742 

87 

Franklin  Square  ....... 

4  292 

70 

George  Wright  Golf  Course 

109,403 

90 

Grampian  Way  ........ 

282 

00 

Greenwood  Circle 

81 

15 

Harvard  A  la  11 

40 

41 

Irving  Adams  Park  

267 

85 

Jamaica  Pond  

700 

80 

Lamson  Square  

40 

00 

Lowell  School  Demolition  

550 

00 

Madison  Park  

4,165 

87 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Estate  .... 

846 

21 
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Maverick  Square   $20  00 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery   2,910  50 

Mozart  Street   163  00 

Myrtle  Street   61  90 

North  End  District   4,711  46 

North  End  Prado   18,932  12 

North  Square   146  77 

Oak  Square   85  00 

Parks  and  Roadways   1,960  20 

Paul  Revere  Mall   374  11 

Pembroke  Street   8  89 

Portsmouth  Street   1,149  49 

Preble  Street  Traffic  Circle   1,891  17 

Prescott  Square   4,249  10 

Public  Garden   37,806  18 

Public  Garden  Convenience  Stations    .      .      .  19,296  17 

Rachel  Revere  Park   195  00 

Roslindale  Square   4,569  60 

Rutland  Square   2,204  22 

Small  Parks  and  Squares   7,776  42 

South  Boston-Dorchester  District  ....  7,108  80 

Thetford  and  Evans  Streets   37  94 

Turner  Park   42  58 

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway      .      .      .  207  81 

Washington  Park   4,195  20 

Webster  Square   25  94 

West  Roxbury  Parkway   485  60 

Winthrop  Square   486  78 

Worcester  Square   1,415  95 


$1,410,211  75 


Playgrounds 

Amatucci  Play  Area   $66  47 

Alfort  Street  Playground   61  94 

Almont  Street  Playground   8,588  22 

American  Legion  Playground   8,004  32 

Arthur  F.  McLean  Playground      ....  5,006  87 

Billings  Field  Playground   10,152  14 

Ceylon  Street  Playground   9,032  44 

Charter  Street  Play  Area   17  32 

Christopher  Gibson  Playground     ....  16,385  10 

Christopher  J.  Lee  Playground      ....  12,044  79 

Daisy  Field   1,974  46 

Dorchester  Park   10,060  04 

East  Cottage  Street  Play  Area      ....  540  00 

Fallon  Field  Playground   14,053  76 

Francis  Parkman  Playground        ....  12,248  85 
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Franklin  Field  Playground   $37,044  32 

George  H.  Walker  Playground      ....  22,814  17 

Gertrude  Howes  Playground   42  60 

Hansen  Street  Play  Area   346  50 

Hooker  Playground   85  00 

Howard  Avenue  Play  Area   120  00 

Hynes  Playground   2,958  00 

James  L.  Cronin  Playground   3,080  13 

James  F.  Healy  Playground   11,908  87 

Jefferson  Playground   7,152  06 

John  J.  Connolly  Playground        .      .      .      .  1,185  80 

John  A.  Doherty  Playground   5,097  22 

John  J.  Doherty,  Jr.,  Playground  ....  4.514  08 

John  W.  Murphy  Playground       ....  9,730  69 

John  H.  L.  Noyes  Playground       ....  6,949  72 

John  J.  Ryan  Playground   16,962  54 

John  Wmthrop  Playground   3,051  01 

Joseph  A.  McLaughlin  Playground       .      .      .  386  35 

Lamson  Street  Playground   1,515  87 

Lester  J.  Rotch  Playground   7,533  08 

Mary  Draper  Playground   14,246  10 

Mary  Hannon  Playground   2,008  00 

Mary  E.  Hemenway  Plajrground   ....  10,464  17 

McCarthy  Playground   437  70 

McConnell  Park  Playground   12,221  39 

McKinney  Playground   3,342  00 

Mission  Hill  Playground   7,034  13 

Murray  Playground   8,752  60 

O'Day  Play  Area   1,655  90 

Paris  Street  Playground   2,452  17 

Parker  Hill  Playground   7,094  18 

Phillips  Street  Play  Area   73  09 

Playgrounds,  General   58,108  96 

Prince  Street  Playground   4,599  00 

Readville  Playground   1,969  85 

Rogers  Park  Playground   9,264  32 

Ronan  Park  Playground   13,818  54 

Smith's  Pond  Playground   8,753  41 

Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground       ....  2,875  20 

Stanley  Play  Area   30  00 

Thomas  J.  Roberts  Playground     ....  16,559  05 

Walnut  Avenue  Play  Area   50  00 

Walter  A.  Cassidy  Playground      ....  10,734  55 

Wesley  G.  Ross  Playground   18,071  78 

William  J.  Barry  Playground   9,324  95 

William  E.  Carter  Playground       ....  32,959  49 
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William  Eustis  Playground   $9,056  02 

William  E.  Garvey  Playground     ....  6,038  24 

William  F.  Smith  Playground       ....  10.331  35 

William  Gary  Walsh  Playground  ....  9,009  83 


Total  $542,050  70 


Recreation  Division  —  Administration  .      .   $552,443  81 


Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers 

Broadway  Municipal  Building,  Bath,  Center      .  $44,434  30 

Cabot  Street,  Bath,  Pool,  Center  ....  65,143  20 

Charlestown  Bath,  Center   11,790  17 

Charlestown  Pool  (Outdoor)   62,509  04 

Columbia  Road,  Bath,  Center       ....  19.034  33 

Curtis  Hall,  Bath,  Pool,  Center     ....  37,405  82 

Hyde  Park.  Bath,  Center   11.462  50 

John  J.  Williams,  Bath,  Center     ....  36,948  10 

L  Street,  Bathhouse  and  Beach  212,031  45 
Maurice  J.   Tobin  Memorial  Building,  Bath, 

Center   29,082  00 

North  Bennet  Street,  Bath,  Center      .      .      .  51,442  44 

North  End  Park  Beach,  Bath  and  Pool  (Outdoor)  77,190  97 

Orchard  Park  Pool   37  23 

Paris  Street,  Bath,  Center   49,667  85 

Roslindale,  Bath,  Center   7,555  50 

Tvler  Street,  Bath,  Center   13,668  50 

Vine  Street,  Bath,  Center   39,729  30 

Baths,  General   38,817  98 


Total  S807.950  68 


General  Expenses 

Central  Office  —  Administration    ....  $206,070  25 

Street  Trees   162,716  38 

Automobiles,  Tractors,  Trucks,  etc.      .      .      .  164,330  70 


Total  $533,117  33 


Recapitulation 

Parks,  Gardens,  Squares   $1,279,598  50 

Playgrounds   472,375  13 

Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers     .  799,962  83 

Recreation  Division — Administration       .      .  552,443  81 

General  Expenses   503,460  64 

Repairs  to  Buildings  and  Structures  .      .      .  34,035  40 

Park  and  Playground  Improvements,  etc..      .  174.241  27 

Planting  and  Replacement  of  Trees  .      .      .  29,656  69 


$3,845,774  27 
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Expenditures  of  Revenue  and  Non=Revenue,  Special  Appropriation 
and  Trust  Funds,  January  1,  1964,  to  December  31,  1964 


Improvement  of  Boston  Common   $25,120  27 

Improvement  of  Public  Garden   18,425  00 

Franklin  Park  Improvements   62,716  37 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income   ....  4,631  24 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income   2,106  30 


Total  $112,999  18 

George  F.  Parkman  Trust  Fund,  income  (1964)    .      .      .   $204,994  70 


Expended  for  improvement  and  maintenance  in  areas  coming  within  the 
Parkman  Will,  including  major  improvements  in  Boston  Common, 
Franklin  Park  and  Public  Garden. 


CASH  RECEIPTS 
For  Twelve  Months  Ending  December  31,  1964 


Park  Division 


Franklin  Park  Golf  Course  .... 

$37,086 

50 

George  Wright  Golf  Course  .... 

51,641 

50 

Permits  for  signs,  openings,  etc. 

917 

00 

765 

00 

Commissions  on  public  telephones  in  Park  De- 

partment buildings  

4,808 

99 

Settlement  of  claims  for  damages 

6,560 

20 

Miscellaneous  

17,302 

00 

Towel  income  from  George  Wright  Golf  Club- 

311 

00 

Rentals  from  property  and  concessions  . 

10,523 

00 

Boston  Common  Tree  Fund,  income 

239 

96 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income  .... 

2,240 

44 

Babcock  Music  Fund,  income  .... 

132 

16 

87 

50 

Foss  17th  of  June  Fund,  income 

87 

50 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income  . 

7,192 

16 

141,000 

00 

667 

00 

Bath  Division 

Income  from  solarium,  pools,  etc.,  in  bath- 

$3,055 

15 

$281,561  91 


$284,617  06 


Above  receipts  were  credited  as  follows: 

General  Revenue   $132,970  34 

Trust  Funds,  income   9,979  72 

Sales  of  City  Lands   141,000  00 

Suspense  Account   667  00 


$284,617  06 
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Franklin  Park  Golf  Course 
1964 

Opening  Date,  April  4.    Closing  Date,  December  6. 


Attendance,  44,384 

Annual  Permits,  440  at  $35   $15,400  00 

Annual  Permits,  1  at  $75    75  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  141  at  $3    .      .      .  423  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  4,830  at  $2        .  9,660  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  229  at  $2       .  458  00 

Mondav  through  Friday  Permits,  6,333  at  $1.50  9,499  50 

Twilight  Permits,  1,676  at  $1        ....  1,676  00 


Total  $37,191  50 


George  Wright  Golf  Course 
1964 

Opening  Date,  April  4-    Closing  Date,  December  3. 


Attendance,  56,107 

Annual  Permits,  524  at  $50   $26,200  00 

Annual  Permits,  10  at  $100    1,000  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  25  at  $5     .      .      .  125  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  4,019  at  $2.50    .      .  10,047  50 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  186  at  $2.50   .  465  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  5,853  at  $2     .  11,706  00 

Lockers,  420  at  $5    2,100  00 


Total  $51,643  50 


Attendance  Records — 1964 
Playgrounds,  Shower  Baths,  Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools, 

Gymnasia 


Playgrounds,  Summer  Attendance        .      .      .  6,842,000 

Playgrounds,  Winter  Attendance  (Skating)        .  3.045,000 

Shower  Baths   175.000 

Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools        ....  755,000 

Gymnasia  Class  and  Individual  Attendance       .  175,000 


Total 


10,992.000 
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PARKS  AND   RECREATION  DEPARTMENT  — 
CEMETERY  DIVISION 

The  following  annual  report  is  presented  for  the 
Cemetery  Division  from  January  1,  1964,  to  December 
31,  1964. 


Department  Cemeteries 

The  burying  grounds,  cemeteries,  and  tombs  which 
are  owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as 
follows,  with  a  total  area  of  about  7,040,708  square  feet: 


Bennington  Street.  East  Boston  . 
Bunker  Hill,  Charlestown 
Phipps  Street,  Charlestown  . 
Copp's  Hill,  Hull  street,  City 
King's  Chapel,  Tremont  street,  City  . 
Granary,  Tremont  street,  City 
Central,  Common,  City 
South  End  South,  Washington  street,  City 
Hawes,  Emerson  street,  South  Boston 
Union,  East  Fifth  street,  South  Boston 
North,  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester 
Eliot,  Eustis  street,  Roxbury 
South,  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester 
Westerly  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury 
Walter  Street,  West  Roxbury 
Evergreen,  Commonwealth  avenue,  Brighton 

Ma rkct  Street,  Brighton  

Mount  Hope,  Walk  Hill  street,  125  acres  and 

14,330  square  feet  1851 

Fairview,  Fairview  avenue,  Hvde  Park,  about 

50  acres  1892 

City  Tombs 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Ground;  six  in  Phipps  Street 
Ground,  Charlestown;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South  Ground; 
one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in  Copp's  Hill  Ground; 
one  for  adults  and  one  for  infants  in  the  Granary  Ground; 
one  for  infants  in  King's  Chapel  Ground;  one  for  infants  in  the 
Central  Ground;  t^o  receiving  tombs  in  East  Boston;  one 
receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Dorchester  South;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 
Brighton;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery;  and 
one  receiving  tomb  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 


Square  Estab- 
Feet  lished 
157,500 
48,202 
76,740 
89,015 
19,344 
82,063 
60,693 
64,670 
11,232 
5,470 
142,587 
34,830 
95,462 
39,450 
35,100 
604,520 
18,072 


1838 
1807 
1630 
1659 
1630 
1660 
1756 
1810 
1816 
1841 
1633 
1630 
1814 
1683 
1711 
1848 
1764 
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Cemetery  Division  Receipts,  January  I  to  December  31,  1964 


Cemeteries 

General 
Receipts 

Perpetual 

Care 
Receipts 

Interest  on 
Perpetual 
Care 

Mount  Hope  

$144,559  50 

$15,185  00 

$31,125  27 

34,605  00 

12,230  00 

10,157  61 

30,439  50 

18,537  50 

13,623  85 

462  60 

149  56 
no  07 

ys  o/ 
98  07 
194  14 
98  07 
10  64 
1  70 
98  07 

Bunker  Hill  

Totals  

$209,604  00 

$45,952  50 

$56,117  65 

Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1963 

Interest,  General  Fund,  1964  .... 
Revenue  (General  Receipts),  1964 
Appreciation  of  Investments      .      .      .  . 
Accrued  Interest  


Payments  from  Fund  During  1964: 
Accrued  Interest  on  Securities  Purchased 

Refunds  

Transfer  to  Appropriation 


$162  42 
444,022  53 


Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1964 
Total,  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  December  31,  1964 


$5,830,394  84 

198,399  »30 
209,508  00 
250  00 
803  02 

$6,239,355  16 


444,184  95 

$5,795,170  21 
1,529,808  81 


Total  Cemetery  Funds 


$7,324,978  82 
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Summary  Statement  of  Cemetery  Activities 
January  1  to  December  31,  1964 


Cemeteries 

Interments 

2 

CO 

Graves  Sold 

Lots  in 

Perpetual  Care 

Graves  in 

Perpetual  Care 

Lots  in  Annual 
Care 

Graves  in 
Annual  Care 

Foundations 
Built 

Preparing 
and  Planting 

Various 
Orders 

1,422 
455 
215 

110 
21 
27 

264 
33 
72 

10,138 
1,227 
1,267 
2 
1 
1 
1 

2,116 
1,629 
3,338 

362 
95 
90 

10 

1 

Evergreen  

2 

Bunker  Hill  

Totals  

2,092 

158 

369 

12,637 

7,083 

1 

547 

12 

Cemetery  Division  Expenditures  for  Maintenance, 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1964 


Office   $13,303  42 

Mount  Hope   221,377  53 

Fairview   53,033  32 

Evergreen   51,497  93 

Dorchester  North   6,844  80 

Dorchester  South   5,573  58 

Central   3,257  20 

King's  Chapel   3,404  74 

Granary   6,780  22 

Copp's  Hill   6,792  99 

Bennington  Street   5,387  17 

Bunker  Hill   3,451  49 

Phipps  Street   3,451  49 

South  End  South   3,145  76 

Eliot  Street   3,145  76 

Westerly   49  13 

Hawes  and  Emerson   49  13 

Market  Street   51  55 

Parks  and  Recreation   13.456  01 


$404,053  22 


City  of  Boston 
Printing   ..  Section 


